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Dear Nativity of the Lord parishioners, 

 

Our Catholic community has seen many changes over its 125-year history.  In this moment in time, I 

could add another chapter that’s entitled, “The COVID Era,” as we slowly (but surely) will rise from this 

unfortunate pandemic.  What I’ve witnessed is the continued resiliency of this community.  We’re here 

today because of your unwavering care.  As we continue to celebrate our history, we’re not standing still!  

In fact, we’re moving forward by forming plans for our future, from our youngest members to our oldest 

members.  Nativity of the Lord is here is for you. 
 

This letter contains some brief and interesting information.  Our ministries and activities are trending in 

a steady direction despite the lingering effects of COVID.  Everyone is trying to adjust, be patient and 

connect in meaningful ways.  Our Mass attendance speaks more than numbers as younger faces and 

families are noticeably present at both Sunday Masses.  On the financial front, I really appreciate every-

one’s effort to stay current with their stewardship giving.  Thank you for your continued gifts as we’re 

holding our own.  We’ve finished another successful drive-thru spaghetti dinner and debuting a Kringle 

Sale to replace the Christmas Cookie Walk in December.  Your support and volunteerism are something 

we can all be proud of!  Mr Tom Carls, the trustee-treasurer, will offer a brief presentation of the parish 

finances during the 8:30am and 5pm Sunday Masses on October 31. 
 

One big change for Nativity is the administrative office for the three South Shore parishes under my   

responsibility will consolidate next Spring at St Veronica.  It’s a prudent use of our space and finances.  

This decision comes as I also begin tweaking the parish staff.  Sr Sylvia Anne Sheldon, our new six-

parish Director of Operations, will work with Fr Philip Schumacher and me to create a six-parish                       

communications position that will also support the Operations and Finance Directors. 
 

Outside of the Mass, the education and religious formation of our youth and adults are vital to the 

growth of our Catholic community.  We’re blest that St Thomas Aquinas Academy is off to a great start.  

The new principal, Andrea Bergmann, is working diligently to maintain its stellar 5-star academic              

curriculum.  The Southeast Catholic Religious Education program has switched from a Sunday morning 

to a Wednesday evening format to emphasize Family Religious Education.  This means both children 

and parents—as well as all parishioners—will receive Catholic formation with the adults being instructed 

by Fr Philip and me. 
 

The foundation for the next 125-years in Cudahy is slowly being built.  With the help of your generous 

contributions the last two years, we were blest to freshen up both the interior and exterior of the church 

with new paint.  We also completed the third and final phase of the rectory windows installation.  This 

leaves us in a favorable position of addressing elsewhere what other maintenance is possible, most        

particularly a major tuckpointing project encompassing the church, rectory and bell tower. Early          

estimates indicate this could cost up to $75,000. 
 

 



Recently, the Finance Council has decided to restrict small groups from holding events in the school 

building due to safety concerns and the projected 50% increase in heating costs this coming winter.  

We’re currently exploring the use of other spaces on the campus for church meetings.  The council       

believes this move is a smart use of our space and finances.  

 

All this and more coincides well with the upcoming Archdiocesan Love One Another Capital Campaign.  

Each parish in the Milwaukee Archdiocese will participate and Nativity of the Lord is scheduled to start 

this campaign in Spring, 2022.  What it means is that 60% of the monies raised will be directed towards 

our parish needs and 40% towards the archdiocese.  I would like to recommend that we use the funds to 

raze the school and build a new entrance and elevator that allows access to all levels of the church.  We 

are currently in the planning stages.   
 

As I mentioned, everything in this letter is “interesting” but the information might come across to some as 

“overwhelming” or “brief.”  At the proper time, there’ll be a Town Hall Meeting to offer this information in 

a more concise fashion so that any of your concerns or questions or input can be heard and addressed.  

Stay tuned! 
 

With that, I’d like to devote the rest of this letter to announce that the annual raffle has returned.  The 

prizes this year are: 

1st prize ~ $1,500 

2nd prize ~ $500 

3rd prize ~ $250 

4th prize ~ 50” Smart Television 
 

The television is generously being gifted by the Men’s Club personal donations and the Christian Ladies 

Guild’s fundraising efforts.  The ticket purchase prices will be: 1-ticket ~ $5; 12-tickets ~ $50; 25-tickets 

~ $100.  Please do your part by selling and/or purchasing the tickets.  Your investment in the future        

foundation of Nativity of the Lord is truly appreciated. 
 

Your tickets and payment can be returned either through the collection basket at Mass or the Parish          

Office.  Do not return your tickets in the mail as we will be penalized by the US Postal Service.  If you 

would like more raffle tickets, please pick them up at the entrances of the church or the Parish Office.  

Make your checks payable to Nativity of the Lord Congregation.  The raffle drawing will occur on Sunday, 

December 12, 2021, at 9:45am.  We will celebrate this event with a cookies and beverages social.   

More information will follow. 
 

I want you to know that Nativity of the Lord will continue to be here for you!  We have some important and 

exciting projects to build into our new 125-year foundation.  Thank you in advance for you on-going                          

generosity and support. 

 

In God’s Time, 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev Carmelo Giuffre 

Shared Pastor 

  


